
RESOLUTION -z624:. 2o2.S-'1 

OPPOSITION !O.Mandatory Electronic Identification (MEID) LIVESTOCK TAGS 

WHERE AS: The traceability program is incremental. USDA APIIlS stated on its website, 
updated October 11th, 2024 after approving the new rule, that it "is committed to implementing a 
modem system that tracks animals from birth to slaughter1

', and 

WHERE AS: The cost ofEID tags disproportionately burdens small and medium sized 
independent farmers and ranchers. The USDA rule allows large, corporate-owned herds to be 
grouped and tagged as one group, creating huge loophole that keep costs low for larger 
companies, and 

WHERE,AS: The EID mandate would potentially interfere with price discovery found in 
traditional markets, thereby furthering vertical integration ofthe US food supply at the expense 
ofthe consumer and independent producer, and 

WHERE AS: The EID mandate is far overreaching, intrusive and potentially circumvents 
privacy laws, threatening the livelihood independent cattle and bison producers, and 

WHERE AS: Independent, family o'\\1-ned cattle ranches are of paramount importance to our local 
economy and to the economy as a whole, and 

WHERE AS: The comments received by USDA APHIS in the rulemaking process were 
overwhelmingly against the new rule, and 

WHERE AS: America has the safest and highest quality meat in the world using our current, 
fully functioning and e(fective traceability system. The mandated rule clai~s to be about animal 
health, but does nothing to prevent ortreat disease, and . 

..,..;5,,\ """-c.r.S 

TIIEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The ~~O..,,.,o¼Yo0 ,~ o t (!.o""' vehemently opposes the 
implementation ofany EID mandate by the USDA, • • ' 


